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Be Patient – The End is in Sight! 

But We Are Not There Yet, So in The Meantime….. 
 

I spent the first decades of my life in New York, and loved the Brooklyn Dodgers, the Rangers, the 

Giants, and the Knicks. As a Knicks fan, of course we despised the Boston Celtics and their famous 

coach Red Auerbach. When the Celtics were up big late in the game, Red would literally light up a 

cigar right there on the bench. It would come to be a signal that the game was effectively over. As he 

describes it, “To me the game was over. The day’s work is done. Worry about the next game. This 

game is over, so I would light a cigar and sit on the bench and just watch it. The game was over, for 

all intents and purposes.” 

 

Well, the COVID-19 “game” is not over. The most difficult and deadly months are before us. The goal 

is to prevent as many cases and save as many lives as possible until a vaccine is available. We are 

all suffering from pandemic fatigue. However, the mask mandates, business shutdowns, and social 

distancing measures may be more palatable if they are only needed for a defined period of time. 

Making sacrifices this holiday season will still be painful, but with a vaccine in sight, remember that a 

death avoided this winter is a life saved! Please refer to the following resources to guide your decision 

making, activities, and travel plans. 

Holidays and COVID-19 - Coronavirus COVID-19 Response (ca.gov) 

 

This map shows the risk level of attending an event, given the event size and location. You can 

reduce the risk that one case becomes many by wearing a mask, distancing, and gathering outdoors 

in smaller groups. COVID-19 Event Risk Assessment Planning Tool (gatech.edu) 
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